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AFRICA 

In Africa. Hunting Adventures in the Big Game Country. By John T. McCut- 
cheon. 402 pp., maps and illustrations. The Bobbs-Merrill Co,, Indianapolis, 

IOTO. $3. 

Mr. McCutcheon, the well-known cartoonist, tells here the story of a four 
and a half months' trip in the big game country of British East Africa. The 
fact that he was an amateur sportsman really adds to the interest of his hunt- 
ing trip in those fascinating regions. Humor abounds both in the letter press 
and in the illustrations which include superior photographs and also a large 
number of cartoons in Mr. McCutcheon's best style. The work will be included 
among the best African hunting books. It has a distinctive flavor which only a 
writer and artist of originality could give to it. Mr. McCutcheon got a great 
deal of fun out of his experiences and seems to have put a large part of it into 
his book. 

Britain Across the Seas. Africa. A history and Description of the British 
Empire in Africa. By Sir Harry Johnston, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., D.Sc. xix and 
429 pp., maps and illustrations. National Society's Depository, London, 1910. 
1 os. 6d. 

The name of the author is recommendation enough to any one who is seeking 
information concerning Africa. The volume is an account of the occupation 
by the British of large portions of Africa. It is published under the auspices 
of the National Society "as it, was thought desirable that a concise history of 
this racial enterprise should be published, which would not be too abstruse for 
young readers (whose previous knowledge of Africa might be assumed to be 
elementary), nor yet lacking in technical information to be of service to those 
who had left studenthood behind, but desired to learn rapidly how all these 
things came to pass in this continent of black, white and yellow peoples." 

Each area of British occupation is treated at some length. The chapters 
include South Africa with Cape Colony, Transvaal, Rhodesia, Natal and Be- 
chuanaland, a short chapter on the Mascarene Archipelagoes, West Africa and 
especially Nigeria, Egypt and the Egyptian Sudan, East Africa with Zanzibar, 
British East Africa, Uganda Protectorate and British Somaliland. An histor- 
ical review is given for each area. The conditions have given opportunity to 
many men, and stamped upon the history of the land are many names such as 
Rhodes, Cromer, Stanley, Grey, Frere and a host of others. 

The author, in his preface, suggests that he may not have done justice to 
his opinions but says that while he believes "that on the whole the British have 
been more righteous in their dealings with the native races of Africa than 
have some other of their European rivals, they do not hold the monopoly of 
virtue and disinterestedness." 

More than half of the book is given to the struggles in the development of 
South Africa and the history of the British occupation there is reported in 
detail. Whatever of criticism is made against the various acts of the British in 
their struggle for South Africa, there can be no question concerning the great 
improvement which has followed the English flag. A chapter on the natives of 
British South Africa not only gives a catalogue of the tribes but adds an inter- 
esting list of names of native chiefs and notables among them, with a brief 
sketch of their contact with the British occupation. 

Then follows an account of the struggles to gain a foothold on the West 
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Coast. While pepper was the inducement which turned the British to the West 
African Coast, there is no doubt that the slave trade and the thirst for gold 
was the incentive which gave the impetus to the seizure of most of West 
African lands. Here also is treated in detail the history of the explorations 
and struggles not only with the natives in actual war but also with the hostile 
nations of Europe in diplomacy which culminated in the accession of this terri- 
tory. Following, Egypt and the Egyptian Sudan are treated in a similar style 
and the concluding chapter covers the British countries of East Africa. 

Scattered through the book are valuable papers on special topics such as 
the Classification of Mankind and the division and place of the Negro Race, 
the Pepper Trade, the Tsetse Fly and Parasitic Diseases, the Products of British 
South Africa, the Principal Tribes of Nigeria, the Natives of the Egyptian 
Sudan and the Native Tribes of the British East African Dominion. The book 
is replete with interesting pictures of every phase of African life, animals, 
native peoples, invaders, homes, activities and physical features; and seven 
maps aid the reader in the interpretation- of the text. It is a worthy addition 
to the works previously issued by the author. R. M. Brown. 

ASIA 

Kientchang et Lolotie. Chinois — Lolos — Sifans. Impressions de voyage, 
etude geographique. Par Dr. A. F. Legendre. 465 pp., illustrations and map. 
Plon-Nourrit et Cie., Paris, 1910. Fr. 5. 
Dr. Legendre has spent years in China. His book is written for edification 
rather than amusement. It is the result of careful observation and study re- 
lating to the geography and the social and economic conditions in the far 
western parts of China. His journeys are illustrated by a map showing his 
routes and a considerable number of photo-engravings. His text conveys a 
clear idea of large districts in China that have been little known to us. Few 
writers have given a more complete view of the customs, mentality, and ways 
of life of any portion of the Chinese race and the book deserves to rank high 
among works on parts of Asia which are not yet well known. 

L'lndo-Chine Fran<jaise. Cochinchine — Cambodge — Annam — Tonkin. Par 
L. Faque. 185 pp. and map. Felix Alcan, Paris, 1910. Fr. 0.60. 
One of the long series of little works on the Far East, published by Alcan. 
The book tells the story of French Indo-China from the earliest times, gives the 
history of the French occupancy, treats rather briefly of the geography of the 
region and then describes its inhabitants, resources and industries. Though a 
short work the reader will get a clear idea from it of these peoples, their land, 
the splendid development work which the French are doing and their high 
hopes for the progress and the future value to the world of the new realm under 
their flag. 

Cook's Handbook for Tourists to Peking, Tientsin, Shan-Hai- 
Kwan, Mukden, Dalny, Port Arthur and Seoul. 116 pp., maps, 
plans and illustrations, Simpkin, Marshall, Hamilton, Kent & Co., Ltd., 
London, 1910. 

The development of railroad travel in the Far East is attracting a consider- 
able number of tourists and some guide books have been issued covering small 
parts of this region. The present handbook covers most of Eastern China which 



